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tat te 'nukampam su-samlksamano 
bhusjana evatma-krtam vipakam 
hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 
jlveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak 

“My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy upon him, 
all the while patiently suffering the reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You respectful 
obeisances with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible for liberation, for it has become 
his rightful claim.” (SMB 10.14.8) 
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INTRODUCTION 


Srila Sukadeva Goswami while speaking about the Manus, who are the administrators of the 
Universe, says that during the reign of the fourth Manu, Tamasa, the Supreme Lord, Visnu, 
took birth from the womb of HarinI, the wife of Harimedha, and He was known as Hari. Hari 
saved His devotee Gajendra, the King of the elephants, from the mouth of a crocodile. As 
soon as Pariksit Maharaja hears this, he immediately requests Srila Sukadeva Goswami to 
explain this by saying, “My lord, Badarayani, we wish to hear from you in detail how the 
King of the elephants, when attacked by a crocodile, was delivered by Hari.” (SMB 8.1.31) 
Hearing this request, Srila Sukadeva Goswami was very encouraged, offered respects to the 
King and spoke with great pleasure, the pastime of Gajendra’s deliverance. 

The first chapter explains that once the King of the elephants, along with his female 
elephants was enjoying in the water of a lake and suddenly a crocodile attacks him. A great 
fight ensues between them which go on for 1000 years. When Gajendra realizes that there is 
no way he can protect himself from danger, he helplessly seeks shelter at the lotus feet of the 
Lord. 

In the second chapter, the prayers by Gajendra are described. It is explained that Gajendra 
remembers a prayer which he learned in his previous life and began to chant it to himself. 
Hearing his prayers, Lord Narayana seated on Garuda, personally appears before him and 
immediately pulls him from the water along with the crocodile who had captured his leg. 
Then the Lord kills the crocodile and thus rescues Gajendra. 

The last chapter describes the previous birth of Gajendra and the crocodile. It tells how the 
crocodile became a Gandharva and how Gajendra became an associate of the Supreme Lord. 
Sukadeva Goswami concludes the narration by saying that by hearing the narration of 
Gajendra’s deliverance, one can also get the opportunity to be delivered. 
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CANTO 8, CHAPTER 2 
THE ELEPHANT GAJENDRA’S CRISIS 


SECTIONS 

VERSES 

Description of Trikuta mountain 

1-19 

Gajendra’s entry 

20-26 

Crocodile attacks untimely to us 

27-30 

Gajendra introspects in difficulty 

31-33 


DESCRIPTION OF TRIKUTA MOUNTAIN (VERSES 1-19) 


1. BEAUTY OF TRIKUTA MOUNTAIN (VERSES 1-5) 

Height, length and width 10,000 yojanas/ 3 peaks are of iron, silver and gold/ Other 
peaks filled with jewels and minerals and decorated with nice trees, creepers and shrubs/ 
Waterfall sound creates a pleasing vibration/ surrounded by ocean of milk/ ground 
washed by milk produce emeralds/ heavenly denizens visit 

■ 4 - No one has the ability to imitate the activities of material nature as conducted by 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

2. ACTIVITIES OF DENIZENS IN TRIKUTA MOUNTAIN (VERSES 6-8) 

yatra sangita-sannadair 
nadad-guham amarsaya 
abhigarjanti harayah 
slaghinah para-sankaya 

“Because of the resounding vibrations of the denizens of heaven singing in the caves, the 
lions there, being very proud of their strength, roar with unbearable envy, thinking that 
another lion is roaring in that way.” (VERSE 6) 

The valleys decorated by jungle animals, and in the trees, varieties of birds chirp with 
sweet voices/ many lakes and rivers, with beaches covered by small gems resembling 
grains of sand. The water is as clear as crystal, and when the demigod damsels bathe in it, 
their bodies lend fragrance to the water and the breeze, thus enriching the atmosphere 
(VERSES 7-8) 
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2.1 Creation is colorful and full of varieties. 

2.2 Scientists cannot even estimate the varieties existing throughout the universe but they 
are very proud of their knowledge, and are accepted as learned by persons of a similar 
caliber. 

sva-vid-varahostra-kharaih samstutah purusah pasuh 

“Materialistic leaders are praised by dogs, hogs, camels and asses, and they themselves 
are also big animals.” (SMB - 2.3.19) 

2.3 One should not be satisfied with the knowledge imparted by a big animal. Rather, one 
must take knowledge from a perfect person like Sukadeva Gosvami. 

svayambhur naradah sambhuh 
kumarah kapilo manuh 
prahlado janako bhismo 
balir vaiyasakir vayam 

“Lord brahma, Bhagavan Narada, Lord Siva, the four kumaras, lord Kapila [the son of 
Devahuti], Svayambhuva Manu, Prahlada Maharaja, Janaka Maharaja, grandfather 
Bhisma, Bali Maharaja, Sukadeva Gosvami and I myself know the real religious 
principle” (SB 6.3.20) 

2.4 Envy in heaven vs. no-envy in spiritual world 

4 - Amarsaya — Because of unbearable anger or envy. 

pardvatdnyabhrta-sdrasa-cakravaka- 
ddtyuha-hdmsa-suka-tittiri-bdrhindm ydh 
koldhalo viramate 'cira-matram uccair 
bhrngadhipe hari-katham iva gayamane 

“When the king of bees hums in a high pitch, singing the glories of the Lord, there is 
a temporary lull in the noise of the pigeon, the cuckoo, the crane, the cakravaka, the 
swan, the parrot, the partridge and the peacock. Such transcendental birds stop their 
own singing simply to hear the glories of the Lord.” (SMB - 3.15.18) 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF RTUMAT GARDEN (VERSES 9-19) 
3.1 General Introduction (VERSES 9-10) 


tasya dronyam bhagavato 
varunasya mahatmanah 
udyanam rtuman noma 
akridam sura-yositam 
sarvato 'lankrtam divyair 
nitya-puspa-phala-drumaih 
mandaraih parijatais ca 
patalasoka-campakaih 

“In a valley of Trikuta Mountain there was a garden called Rtumat. This garden 
belonged to the great devotee Varuna and was a sporting place for the damsels of the 
demigods. Flowers and fruits grew there in all seasons. Among them were mandaras, 
parijatas, patalas, asokas, campakas” 


3.2 Fruits & Trees in Rtumat Garden (VERSES 11-14) 


cutdih piyaldih panasdir 
amrair amratakair api 
kramukair narikelais ca 
kharjurair bijapurakaih 
madhukaih sdla-talais ca 
tamdlair asanarjunaih 
aristodumbara-plaksair 
vataih kimsuka-candanaih 
picumardaih kovidaraih 
saralaih sura-darubhih 
drakseksu-rambha-jambubhir 
badary-aksabhayamalaih 
bilvaih kapitthair jambirair 
vrto bhallatakadibhih 

“Cutas, piyalas, panasas, mangoes, amratakas, kramukas, coconut trees, date trees and 
pomegranates. There were madhukas, palm trees, tamalas, asanas, arjunas, aristas, 
udumbaras, plaksas, banyan trees, kimsukas and sandalwood trees. There were also 
picumardas, kovidaras, saralas, sura-darus, grapes, sugarcane, bananas, jambu, 
badarls, aksas, abhayas and amalakls. There were also bilva, kapittha, jambira and 
bhallataka trees.” 
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3.3 Flowers in the Lake of Rtumat Garden (VERSE 14, 15, 17-19) 

tasmin sarah suvipulam 
lasat-kancana-pankajam 
kumudotpala-kahlara- 
satapatra-sriyorjitam 
matta-sat-pada-nirghustam 
sakuntais ca kala-svanaih 

“In that garden there was a very large lake filled with shining golden lotus flowers and 

the flowers known as kumuda, kahlara, utpala and satapatra, which added excellent 

beauty to the mountain. There were also bilva, kapittha, jambira and bhallataka trees. 

Intoxicated bumblebees drank honey and hummed with the chirping of the birds, 

whose songs were very melodious.” (VERSES 14-15) 

kadamba-vetasa-nala- 
nipa-vanjulakair vrtam 
kundaih kurubakasokaih 
sirisaih kutajengudaih 
kubjakaih svarna-yuthibhir 
naga-punnaga-jatibhih 
mallika-satapatrais ca 
madhavi-jalakadibhih 
sobhitam tira-jais canyair 
nityartubhir alam drumaih 

“The lake was surrounded by kadamba flowers, vetasa flowers, nalas, nipas, 
vanjulakas, kundas, kurubakas, asokas, sirlsas, kutajas, ingudas, kubjakas, svarna- 
yuthls, nagas, punnagas, jatls, mallikas, satapatras, jalakas and madhavl-latas. The 
banks were also abundantly adorned with varieties of trees that yielded flowers and 
fruits in all seasons. Thus the entire mountain stood gloriously decorated.” (VERSES 
17-19) 

3.4 Animals in the Lake of Rtumat Garden (VERSES 16-17) 

hamsa-karandavakirnam 
cakrahvaih sarasair api 
jalakukkuta-koyasd- 
datyuha-kula-kujitam 
matsya-kacchapa-sancara- 
calat-padma-rajah-payah 
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“The lake was crowded with swans, karandavas, cakravakas, cranes, and flocks of 
water chickens, datyuhas, koyastis and other murmuring birds. Because of the 
agitating movements of the fish and tortoises, the water was decorated with pollen 
that had fallen from the lotus flowers.” 

3.5 Srlmad-Bhagavatam presents the total knowledge of the affairs of the universe. No 
one can challenge the Srimad-Bhagavatam's descriptions of the material and spiritual 
worlds. There is no need of imagination; one may take actual knowledge from 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam and be satisfied. 


GAJENDRA’S ENTRY (VERSES 20-26) 


1. SEX 

Gajendra in Trikuta wanders towards lake with female elephants. 

2. POWER, CAREER, WEALTH 

Broke many plants, creepers, thickets and trees, not caring for piercing thorns 

3. INFLUENCE 

Simply by catching scent of that elephant, all the other elephants, tigers and other ferocious 
animals such as lions, rhinos, serpents, black and white sarabhas fled in fear. The camari dear 
also fled. 

4. PRESTIGE 

Animals like foxes, wolves, buffaloes, bears, boars, gopucchas, porcupines, monkeys, rabbits, 
other deer and many other small animals loitered elsewhere in the forest. They were not 
afraid of him. Because of respect they didn’t stand before him. 

5. RECREATION, TRAVEL, 5 STAR VACATIONS, INTOXICATION 

• Enter lake, bathed thoroughly and relieved of fatigue 
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• Drank the cold, clear, nectarean water, mixed with dust of lotus and water lilies until 
he got satisfied. 



sa puskarenoddhrta-sikarambubhir 
nipayayan samsnapayan yatha grhi 
ghml karenuh karabhams ca durmado 
nacasta krcchram krpano 'ja-mayaya 

“Like a human being who lacks spiritual knowledge and is too attached to the members of 
his family, the elephant, being illusioned by the external energy of Krsna, had his wives and 
children bathe and drink the water. Indeed, he raised water from the lake with his trunk and 
sprayed it over them. He did not mind the hard labor involved in this endeavor.” (SMB 
8 . 2 . 26 ) 

6. RESPONSIBLE 

Had wives and children bathe and drink 


7. HARD WORKING 

Raised water from the lake with his trunk and sprayed it over them. He did not mind the 
hard labor involved in this endeavor. 


CROCODILE ATTACKS UNTIMELY TO US (VERSES 27 - 30) 
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1. CALAMITY ATTACK 


tam tatra kascin nrpa daiva-codito 
graho baliyams carane rusagrahit 
yadrcchayaivam vyasanam gato gajo 
yatha-balam so 'tibalo vicakrame 

“By the arrangement of providence, O King, a strong crocodile was angry at the elephant and 
attacked the elephant's leg in the water. The elephant was certainly strong, and he tried his 
best to get free from this danger sent by providence.” (SMB 8.2.27) 


2. DEFENSE 

Wives sorry, cry, other elephants tried helping Gajendra by grasping him from behind but 
because of crocodile’s great strength they couldn’t do anything 


3. STRUGGLE 
1000 years 

4. RESULT 

tato gajendrasya mano-balaujasam 
kalena dirghena median abhud vyayah 

“Thereafter, because of being pulled into the water and fighting for many long years, the 
elephant became diminished in his mental, physical and sensual strength.” (SMB 8.2.30) 

5. REALIZATION 

vikrsyamanasya jale 'vasidato 
viparyayo 'bhut sakalam jalaukasah 

“The crocodile, on the contrary, being an animal of the water, increased in enthusiasm, 
physical strength and sensual power.” (SMB 8.2.30) 

• In our fight with maya we should not be in a position in which our strength, 
enthusiasm and senses will be unable to fight vigorously. 

• The soldiers in this Krsna consciousness movement must always possess physical 
strength, enthusiasm and sensual power. 

• To keep ourselves fit, we must place ourselves in a normal condition of life. 
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• What constitutes a normal condition will not be the same for everyone and therefore 
there are divisions of varnasrama 

• For one who is not in a transcendental position, to take sannyasa artificially is not a 
very great credit 

• Dangers in sannyasa 

asvamedham gavalambham 
sannyasam pala-paitrkam 
devarena sutotpattim 
kalau pafica vivarjayet 

“In this Age of Kali, five acts are forbidden: the offering of a horse in sacrifice, the 
offering of a cow in sacrifice, the acceptance of the order of sannyasa, the offering of 
oblations of flesh to the forefathers, and a man's begetting children in his brother's 
wife.” (CC Adi 17.64) 


GAJENDRA INTROSPECTS IN DIFFICULTY (VERSES 31-33) 


1. THOUGHTFUL (VERSE 31) 

ittham gajendrah sa yadapa sankatam 
pranasya dehl vivaso yadrcchaya 
aparayann atma-vimoksane ciratii 
dadhyav imam buddhim athabhyapadyata 


“When the King of the elephants saw that he was under the clutches of the crocodile by 
the will of providence and, being embodied and circumstantially helpless, could not save 
himself from danger, he was extremely afraid of being killed. He consequently thought 
for a long time and finally reached the following decision.” 


4- Everyone tries to save himself from danger, but when one is unable to save himself, if 
he is pious, he then takes shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 


catur-vidha bhajante mam 
janah sukrtino 'rjuna 
artojijiiasur artharthi 
jhanl ca bharatarsabha 
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“O best among the Bharatas, four kinds of pious men begin to render devotional 
service unto Me—the distressed, the desirer of wealth, the inquisitive, and he who is 
searching for knowledge of the Absolute.” (BG 7.16) 

4 - After considerable thought, he intelligently arrived at this correct decision. Such a 
decision is not reached by a sinful man. 

2. OTHERS CANT PROTECT (VERSE 32) 

na mam ime jnataya aturam gajah 
kutah karinyah prabhavanti mocitum 
grahena pasena vidhatur avrto 
'py ahaiii ca tarn yami par am parayanam 

“The other elephants, who are my friends and relatives, could not rescue me from this 
danger. What then to speak of my wives? They cannot do anything. It is by the will of 
providence that I have been attacked by this crocodile, and therefore I shall seek shelter 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is always the shelter of everyone, even of 
great personalities.” 

4 - This material world is a place where there is danger at every step 

samasrita ye pada-pallava-plavam 
mahat-padam punya-yaso murareh 
bhavambudhir vatsa-padam par am padam 
padarii padam yad vipadam na tesam 

“For those who have accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the lord, who is the shelter 
of the cosmic manifestation and is famous as Murari, the enemy of the Mura demon, 
the ocean of the material world is like the water contained in a calfs hoof-print. Their 
goal is param padam, Vaikuntha, the place where there are no material miseries, not 
the place where there is danger at every step.” (SMB -10.14.58) 

4 - We may struggle for existence as far as our intelligence allows and may try to take 
care of ourselves, but unless the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, ultimately 
saves us from danger, our attempts will be useless. 


Gajendra Moksana Leela 


13 


ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8 


4 - We may invent so many ways to be happy or to counteract the dangers of this 

material world, but unless our attempts are sanctioned by the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead, they will never make us happy 

balasya neha saranam pitarau nrsimha 
nartasya cagadam udanvati majjato nauh 
taptasya tat-pratividhir ya ihanjasestas 
tavad vibho tanu-bhrtam tvad-upeksitanam 

“My Lord Nrsimhadeva, o Supreme, because of a bodily conception of life, embodied 
souls neglected and not cared for by you cannot do anything for their betterment. 
Whatever remedies they accept, although perhaps temporarily beneficial, are certainly 
impermanent. For example, a father and mother cannot protect their child, a 
physician and medicine cannot relieve a suffering patient, and a boat on the ocean 
cannot protect a drowning man.” (SMB 7.9.19) 

3. KRISHNA CAN ONLY PROTECT (VERSE 33) 

yah kascaneso balino 'ntakoragat 
pracanda-vegad abhidhavato bhrsam 
bhitam prapannam paripati yad-bhayan 
mrtyuh pradhavaty aranam tam imahi 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is certainly not known to everyone, but He is very 
powerful and influential. Therefore, although the serpent of eternal time, which is fearful 
in force, endlessly chases everyone, ready to swallow him, if one who fears this serpent 
seeks shelter of the Lord, the Lord gives him protection, for even death runs away in fear 
of the Lord. I therefore surrender unto Him, the great and powerful supreme authority 
who is the actual shelter of everyone.” 

4 - Mrtyu, or death, is the representative who takes everything away from the living 
entity who has accepted a material body. The best course, is to seek shelter of Krsna, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and be saved from the struggle for existence in 
this material world, in which one repeatedly takes birth and dies. To reach this 
understanding is the ultimate goal of life. 
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CANTO 8, CHAPTER 3 
GAJENDRAS PRAYERS OF SURRENDER 


SECTIONS 

VERSES 

Gajendra remembers a mantra from his previous life 

1 

Characteristics of Supreme Personality of Godhead 

2-5 

Qualifications to realize Supreme Personality of Godhead 

6-7 

Appearance of Supreme Personality of Godhead 

8-12 

Qualities of Supreme Personality of Godhead 

13-17 

Obstacles to achieve the Lord 

18 

Impetus to achieve the Lord 

19-21 

Summary description of Supreme Personality of Godhead 

22-24 

Gajendra’s prayers for shelter 

25-29 

Gajendra prayers end - Lord descends 

30-33 


GAJENDRA REMEMBERS A MANTRA (VERSE 1) 


evam vyavasito buddhya 
samadhaya mano hrdi 
jajapa paramam japyam 
prag-janmany anusiksitam 


“Sri Sukadeva GosvamI continued: Thereafter, the King of the elephants, Gajendra, fixed his 
mind in his heart with perfect intelligence and chanted a mantra which he had learned in his 
previous birth as Indradyumna and which he remembered by the grace of Krsna.” (VERSE 1) 


1. Even if a person engaged in devotional service falls down, he is not degraded, but is 
placed in a position in which he will in due course of time remember the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. To enable one to achieve perfection, Krsna gives one the chance 
to remember Him again. 

tatra Lath buddhi-samyogam 
labhate paurva-dehikam 
yatate ca tato bhuyah 
samsiddhau kuru-nandana 
purvabhyasena tenaiva 
hriyate hy avaso 'pi sah 

“On taking such a birth, he revives the divine consciousness of his previous life, and he 

again tries to make further progress in order to achieve complete success, O son of Kuru. 

15 
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By virtue of the divine consciousness of his previous life, he automatically becomes 
attracted to the yogic principles—even without seeking them.” (BG 6.43-44) 


2. Every devotee should practice in order to chant some mantra perfectly so that even 
though he may be imperfect in spiritual consciousness in this life, in his next life he will 
not forget Krsna consciousness, even if he becomes an animal. 

4- Example, Ajamila 

4 - We should not forget the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra under any 
circumstances. It will help us in the greatest danger. 



1. CAUSE OF ALL CAUSES (VERSE 2) 

sri-gajendra uvaca 
om namo bhagavate tasmai 
yata etac cid-atmakam 
purusayadi- bijay a 
paresayabhidhimahi 


“The King of the elephants, Gajendra, said: I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
Supreme Person, Vasudeva [om namo bhagavate vasudevaya]. Because of Him this 
material body acts due to the presence of spirit, and He is therefore the root cause of 
everyone. He is worshipable for such exalted persons as Brahma and Siva, and He has 
entered the heart of every living being. Let me meditate upon Him.” 


4 - Gajendra: “My life exists because of your touch - spirit - now want to engage it in 
Your service.” 
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2. 1 Etac cid-atmakam 

2.1.1 The material body certainly consists only of material elements, but when one 
awakens to Krsna conscious understanding, the body is no longer material but 
spiritual. 

4 - Gurusu nara-matih: One should stop thinking of the spiritual master as an 

ordinary human being with a material body. 

mam ca yo 'vyabhicarena 
bhakti-yogena sevate 
sa gunan samatityaitan 
brahma-bhuyaya kalpate 

“One who engages in full devotional service, unfailing in all circumstances, at 
once transcends the modes of material nature and thus comes to the level of 
Brahman.” (BG14.26) 

4- Arcye visnau sila-dhlh: Everyone knows that the Deity in the temple is made of 
stone, but to think that the Deity is merely stone is an offense 

2.2 Let us therefore offer our obeisances unto the Supreme, by whose mercy so-called 
material things also become spiritual when they are engaged in spiritual activity. 


♦♦♦ Omkara (pranava) 
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2. SUPREME ENERGY (VERSE 3) 

yasminn idam yatas cedam 
yenedam ya idam svayam 
yo 'smat parasmac ca paras 
tarn prapadye svayambhuvam 

“The Supreme Godhead is the supreme platform on which everything rests, the 
ingredient by which everything has been produced, and the person who has created and 
is the only cause of this cosmic manifestation. Nonetheless, He is different from the cause 
and the result. 1 surrender unto Him, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is self- 
sufficient in everything.” (VERSE 3) 


Analogy 1. Canvas painting, paint and painter - painter different from paint and painting 

may a tatam idam sarvam 
jagad avyakta-murtina 
mat-sthani sarva-bhutani 
na caham tesv avasthitah 

“By Me, in My unmanifested form, this entire universe is pervaded. All beings are in 
Me, but I am not in them.” 


Analogy 2. Potter, pot wheel, pot, earth 


4- Although He is everything, His personality is different from the cosmic manifestation. 
3. SUPREME ENERGETIC (VERSE 4) 



4- yah svatmamdam - Supreme witness in unmanifested and manifested 
Gajendra : “You can see my desires” 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8 


4- atma-mulo -Cause and result 

Gajendra: “Cause of my misery and free me from my misery” 

4. TRANSCENDENTAL (VERSE 5) 

kalena paficatvam itesu krtsnaso 
lokesu palesu ca sarva-hetusu 
tamas tadasid gahanam gabhiram 
yas tasya pare 'bhivirajate vibhuh 

“In due course of time, when all the causative and effective manifestations of the 
universe, including the planets and their directors and maintainers, are annihilated, there 
is a situation of dense darkness. Above this darkness, however, is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. I take shelter of His lotus feet.” 

4- aditya-varnam tamasah parastat. 

Analogy:Sun: In our daily experience, when we on earth are in the darkness of night, the 
sun is always luminous somewhere in the sky. Similarly, the SPG, the supreme sun, 
always remains luminous, even when the entire cosmic manifestation is annihilated in 
due course of time 


QUALIFICATIONS TO REALIZE SUPREME LORD (VERSES 6-7) - WHO 


1. “I AM UNQUALIFIED” (VERSE 6) 

na yasya deva rsayah padam vidur 
jantuh punah ko 'rhati gantum iritum 
yatha natasyakrtibhir vicestato 
duratyayanukramanah sa mavatu 

“An artist onstage, being covered by attractive dresses and dancing with different 
movements, is not understood by his audience; similarly, the activities and features of the 
supreme artist cannot be understood even by the demigods or great sages, and certainly 
not by those who are unintelligent like animals. Neither the demigods and sages nor the 
unintelligent can understand the features of the Lord, nor can they express in words His 
actual position. May that Supreme Personality of Godhead give me protection.” 
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4 - Gajendra: “Even demigods and great sages cannot understand SPG then what to speak 
of animal like me?” 

Analogy: Artist - Not understood by his audience 

4 - We must simply accept the word of Lord Ramacandra, Lord Krsna and Lord Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and follow in Their footsteps. Then it may be possible for us to 
know the purpose of Their incarnations. 

2. WHO IS QUALILIED? (VERSE 7) 

didrksavo yasya padam sumangalam 
vimukta-sanga munayah susadhavah 
caranty aloka-vratam avranam vane 
bhutatma-bhutah suhrdah sa me gatih 

“Renunciants and great sages who see all living beings equally, who are friendly to 
everyone and who flawlessly practice in the forest the vows of brahmacarya, vanaprastha 
and sannyasa desire to see the all-auspicious lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. May that same Supreme Personality of Godhead be my destination.” 

4- Gajendra: “I also aspire for such qualities but 1 am helpless as even great sages are 
bewildered and 1 am just an animal” 

2.1 Qualities of great souls 
4 - Detachment 

4 - Sense Control 

2.2 Dealings of great souls 
4 - Equal vision 

4 - Compassion 

2.3 Making no distinction between one nation and another or one community and 
another, they preach Krsna consciousness everywhere. 
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3. WHO TO TAKE SHELTER OF TO SEE SUPREME PERSONALITY OF GODHEAD? 
(VERSE 7) 

4- Great souls having qualities mentioned above 



1. PLACE (VERSES 8-10) 



1.1 External - World (VERSES 8-9) 

na vidyate yasya cajanma karma va 
na nama-rupe guna-dosa eva va 
tathapi lokapyaya-sambhavaya yah 
sva-mayaya tarry anukalam rcchati 

tasmai namah paresaya 
brahmane 'nanta-saktaye 
arupayoru-rupaya 
nama ascarya-karmane 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead has no material birth, activities, name, form, 
qualities or faults. To fulfill the purpose for which this material world is created and 
destroyed, He comes in the form of a human being like Lord Rama or Lord Krsna by His 
original internal potency. He has immense potency, and in various forms, all free from 
material contamination, He acts wonderfully. He is therefore the Supreme Brahman. I 
offer my respects to Him.” 
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4- Gajendra: “If you save me and kill the crocodile, then both will be delivered.” 

4- If to attain Krishna you have to have equal vision, then how do you expect Lord to 
kill one and protect another? Is it not inequality? No. Anyone annihilated by Supreme 
Lord gets the same result as devotee protected by Krishna. Both are transcendentally 
promoted. 

1.2 Internal (VERSE 10) 

nama atma-pradipaya 
saksine paramatmane 
namo giram viduraya 
manasas cetasam api 

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the self- 
effulgent Supersoul, who is the witness in everyone's heart, who enlightens the individual 
soul and who cannot be reached by exercises of the mind, words or consciousness.” 


2. PROCESS (VERSE 11) 

sattvena pratilabhyaya 
naiskarmyena vipascita 
namah kaivalya-nathaya 
nirvana-sukha-samvide 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is realized by pure devotees who act in the 
transcendental existence of bhakti-yoga. He is the bestower of uncontaminated happiness 
and is the master of the transcendental world. Therefore I offer my respect unto Him.” 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8 


2.1 Only by devotional service can one understand the Supreme. 

Bhaktya mam abhijanati yavan yas casmi tattvatah 

“One can understand Me as I am, as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, only by 
devotional service” [BG 18.55] 

2.2 Definition of naiskarmya 

4- Gopala-tapanl Upanisad (15) defines naiskarmya as 

bhaktir asya bhajanam tad ihamutropadhi-nairasyenaivamusmin manasah kalpanam 

etad eva ca naiskarmyam. 

“One acts in naiskarmya when he fully engages in Krsna conscious activities without 
material desires to enjoy, either here or in the upper planetary systems, in the present 
life or in a future life (iha-amutra)” 

4- When one is freed from all contamination and he acts in devotional service under 
the direction of the spiritual master, one is on the platform of naiskarma. 

3. FORMS (VERSE 12) 

namah santaya ghoraya 
mudhaya guna-dharmine 
nirvisesaya samyaya 
namo jnana-ghanaya ca 

“I offer my respectful obeisances to Lord Vasudeva, who is all-pervading, to the Lord's 
fierce form as Lord Nrsimhadeva, to the Lord's form as an animal [Lord Varahadeva], to 
Lord Dattatreya, who preached impersonalism, to Lord Buddha, and to all the other 
incarnations. 1 offer my respectful obeisances unto the Lord, who has no material 
qualities but who accepts the three qualities goodness, passion and ignorance within this 
material world. I also offer my respectful obeisances unto the impersonal Brahman 
effulgence.” 

L Lord: “Hey! How can 1 appear now? It is not the time for me. 
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Gajendra: “Sir! You have appeared so many times as perfect forms according to the 
needs of the distressed. Please save me now from this distress.” 

4- Lord accepts forms as per the time, place, circumstance and candidate’s proclivity. 

4- Lord appears perpetually: For atheists who disbelieve in the existence of the Lord, all 
these incarnations appear. 

4- Lord comes in so many forms that no one can say that there is no God. 

4- Jnana-ghanaya - One whose search for Absolute Truth has matured and his 
knowledge becomes extremely intense and deep, Superficial knowledge is useless for 
understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead 



1. SUPREME FATHER (VERSE 13) 

ksetra-jnaya namas tubby am 
sarvadhyaksaya saksine 
purusayatma-mulaya 
mula-prakrtaye namah 
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“I beg to offer my respectful obeisances unto You, who are the Supersoul, the 
superintendent of everything, and the witness of all that occurs. You are the Supreme 
Person, the origin of material nature and of the total material energy. You are also the 
owner of the material body. Therefore, You are the supreme complete. I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto You. “ 

4- Gajendra: “You see, You know, You control, O Father! Save Your struggling son.” 

1.1 Ksetra-jnaya: Supreme proprietor. 

ksetra-jham capi mam viddhi sarva-ksetresu bharata 

"O scion of Bharata, you should understand that I am also the knower in all bodies." 
(BG 13.3) 

Analogy. House on rent: We may rent and occupy a house, but actually the owner of 
the house is the landlord. Similarly, we may be allotted a certain type of body as a 
facility with which to enjoy this material world, but the actual proprietor of the body 
is Supreme Lord. 

1.2 Sarvadhyaksa: Everything in the material world works under His supervision 

mayadhyaksena prakrtih suyate sacaracaram 

"This material nature, working under My direction, O son of KuntI, is producing all 
moving and unmoving beings." (BG 9.10) 

1.3 Atma-mula: The original source of everything 

bijam mam sarva-bhutanam 

“I am the original seed of all existences” (BG 7.10) 

sarva-yonisu kaunteya 
murtayah sambhavanti yah 
tasam brahma mahad yonir 
aharh bija-pradah pita 
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"It should be understood that all living entities, in all species of life, O son of Kunti, 
are made possible by birth in this material nature, and that I am the seed-giving 
father." (BG 14.4) 

Analogy: prakrti - Mother, Krishna - Father, Jiva - sons 



1.4 Why Living entities have become sons of prakrti? 

4- All living entities are sons or parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord, but because they 
are struggling with different mentalities, they have been given different types of 
bodies. Thus they have become sons of material nature. 

manah sasthanindriyani prakrti-sthani karsati 

“Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six senses, which 
include the mind.” (BG 15.7) 

1.5 Every living entity in this material world is struggling for existence, and the only 
salvation or relief from the cycle of birth and death in the evolutionary process is full 
surrender. 

2. SUPREME DIRECTOR (VERSE 14) 

sarvendriya-guna-drastre 
sarva-pratyaya-hetave 
asata cchayayoktaya 
sad-abhasaya te namah 

“My Lord, You are the observer of all the objectives of the senses. Without Your mercy, 
there is no possibility of solving the problem of doubts. The material world is just like a 
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shadow resembling You. Indeed, one accepts this material world as real because it gives a 
glimpse of Your existence.” 

4- Gajendra: “I was chasing sense objects but you were directing me towards that 
objective. As you helped me forget, help me remember.” 

4- Steps: 1. Observe 2. Direct 3. Remind 4. Orchestrate, create substitute 

2.1 Sarvendriya-guna-drastre: 

4 - Seer of all objectives pursued by the senses 

2.2 Sarva-pratyaya-hetave 
4 - Solution to all doubts 

4 - Result give glimpse of cause 


2.3 Asata cchayayoktaya sad-abhasaya 

4 - Supreme Lord is the cause of material world hence it appears real. 




4- The conditioned soul wrongly progresses toward the wrong objective, life after life, 
and he is reminded of that objective by You. 

4 - In one life the conditioned soul desires to progress toward a certain objective, but 
after his body changes, he forgets everything. 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8 


4- Nonetheless, my Lord, because he wanted to enjoy something of this world, You 
remind him of this in his next birth. 

4- Mattah smrtir jnanam apohanam ca [BG 15.15], Because the conditioned soul wants 
to forget You, by Your grace You give him opportunities, life after life, by which he 
can almost perpetually forget You. 

4- It is because You are the original cause of everything that everything appears real. 

3. SUPREME CAUSE (VERSE 15) - Adbhuta-karanaya 

namo namas te 'khila-karanaya 
niskaranay adbhuta-karanaya 
sarvagamamnaya-maharnavaya 
namo 'pavargaya parayanaya 

“My Lord, You are the cause of all causes, but You Yourself have no cause. Therefore You 
are the wonderful cause of everything. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You, who are 
the shelter of the Vedic knowledge contained in the sastras like the Pancaratras and 
Vedanta-sutra, which are Your representations, and who are the source of the parampara 
system. Because it is You who can give liberation, You are the only shelter for all 
transcendentalists. Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 

4- Why? Always complete, inspite of unlimited expansions from Supreme Lord 

om purnam adah purnam idam 
purnat purnam udacyate 
purnasya purnam adaya 
purnam evavasisyate 

“The Personality of Godhead is perfect and complete, and because He is completely 
perfect, all emanations from Him, such as this phenomenal world, are perfectly 
equipped as complete wholes. Whatever is produced of the Complete Whole is also 
complete in itself. Because He is the Complete Whole, even though so many complete 
units emanate from Him, He remains the complete balance.” (Iso Invocation) 

Janmady asya yatah 

“He from whom everything emanates” 

Govindam adi-purusam tarn aham bhajami 
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“I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord” [BS] 

isvarah paramah krsnah 
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah 
anadir adir govindah 
sarva-kdrana- kdranam 

"Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the supreme controller. He has an eternal, 
blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin of all. He has no other origin, for He is the 
prime cause of all causes." (BS 5.1) 

mattah sarvam pravartate 

"Everything emanates from Me." (BG 10.8) 

Analogy Sun: Even in this material world, we can understand that the sun has existed 
for millions of years and has given off heat and light since its creation, yet the sun still 
retains its power and never changes. What then is to be said of the supreme cause, 
pararh brahma, Krsna? 

4 - Everything emanates from Krsna eternally, yet He is the same Krsna and does not 

change. Therefore He is the shelter of all transcendentalists who are eager to get free 

from material bondage, (parayanaya) 

4 - Therefore, everyone must take shelter of Krsna. 

akdmah sarva-kamo vd 
moksd-kdmd udara-dhlh 
tivrena bhakti-yogena 
yajeta purusam param 

"Whether one desires everything or nothing or desires to merge into the existence of 
the Lord, he is intelligent only if he worships Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, by rendering transcendental loving service." (SMB 2.3.10) 

4 - How to understand Krishna? Through Vedas. All Vedic knowledge flows toward Him. 
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4. SUPREME REVEALER OF KNOWLEDGE (VERSE 15) - MERCIFUL 

gunarani-cchanna-cid-usmapaya 
tat-ksobha-visphurjita-manasaya 
naiskarmya-bhavena vivarjitagama- 
svayam-prakasaya namas karomi 

“My Lord, as the fire in arani wood is covered, You and Your unlimited knowledge are 
covered by the material modes of nature. Your mind, however, is not attentive to the 
activities of the modes of nature. Those who are advanced in spiritual knowledge are not 
subject to the regulative principles directed in the Vedic literatures. Because such 
advanced souls are transcendental, You personally appear in their pure minds. Therefore 
I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 

4 - “But as elephant you have no access to the Vedas?” 

tesam evdnukampdrlham 
aham ajndna-jam tamah 
nasdydmy atma-bhavd-stho 
jnana-dlpena bhasvdtd 

“To show them special mercy, I, dwelling in their hearts, destroy with the shining 
lamp of knowledge the darkness born of ignorance.” (BG 10.11) 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8 


Al. Fire in arani wood is covered - You are unaffected by modes. 


4- All living entities are covered by the modes of material nature, and the fire of 
knowledge can be ignited only by the Supreme Personality of Godhead when one 
takes Him within one's heart. 

4- If one takes seriously the lotus feet of Krsna, who is seated within one's heart, the 
Lord eradicates all ignorance. 

4- When all the sins are eradicated -becomes so advanced that they are transcendental to 


the regulations of the Vedas. 



5. SUPREMELY MERCIFUL - VERSE 17 - DELIVERER 

madrk prapanna-pasu-pasa-vimoksanaya 
muktaya bhuri-karunaya namo 'layaya 
svamsena sarva-tanu-bhrn-manasi pratlta- 
pratyag-drse bhagavate brhate namas te 

“Since an animal such as me has surrendered unto You, who are supremely liberated, 
certainly You will release me from this dangerous position. Indeed, being extremely 
merciful, You incessantly try to deliver me. By your partial feature as Paramatma, You are 
situated in the hearts of all embodied beings. You are celebrated as direct transcendental 
knowledge, and You are unlimited. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.” 
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5.1 Pasu-pasa: In this material world, everyone is a pasu, an animal, because of the bodily 

conception of life everyone is attacked by the crocodile of material existence. 

yasyatma-buddhih kunape tri-dhatuke 
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhauma ijya-dhih 
yat tirtha-buddhih salile na karhicij 
janesv abhijnesu sa eva go-kharah 

"A human being who identifies the body made of three elements as the self, who 
considers the by-products of the body to be his kinsmen, who considers the land of his 
birth to be worshipable, and who goes to a place of pilgrimage simply to bathe rather 
than to meet men of transcendental knowledge there is to be considered like a cow or an 
ass." (SMB 10.84.13) 

5.2 Muktaya: Free from contaminations of material nature. 

5.3 Bhuri-karunaya: 

4- God is liberated, and He tries to make us liberated, but although He is constantly 
trying, we refuse to accept His instructions. 

4- Nonetheless, He has not become angry. 

4- Thus he is described as unlimitedly merciful in delivering us from this miserable 
material condition of life and taking us back home BTG. 

5.4 Namo 'layaya: Who is never inattentive or idle for the purpose of my deliverance. 

4- He is with in our hearts and is never inattentive. 

Isvarah sarva-bhutanam hrd-dese 'rjuna tisthati 

“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone's heart, O Arjuna!” (BG 18.61) 

4- His only aim is to deliver us from material life. 

4- It is not that He becomes attentive to us only when we offer prayers to Him. 

4- Even before we offer our prayers, He incessantly tries to deliver us. He is never lazy 
in regard to our deliverance. 

4- It is the causeless mercy of the Supreme Lord that He always tries to bring us back 
home, back to Godhead 
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5.5 Bhagavate brhate 

4- Everyone is bhagavan—everyone possesses opulence—but Krsna is brhan bhagavan, 
the possessor of unlimited opulence. 

5.6 Brhate namas te: Same as brhate sri-krsnaya. 

4- All the visnu-tattvas emanate from Krsna 

athava bahunaitena 
kimjhatena tavarjuna 
vistabhyaham idarii krtsnam 
ekamsena sthitojagat 

"But what need is there, Arjuna, for all this detailed knowledge? With a single 
fragment of Myself I pervade and support this entire universe." 

Aham adir hi devanam 

“Krsna is the adi, or beginning, of the devas of this material world—Brahma, Visnu 
and Mahesvara” (BG 10.2) 

Aham sarvasya prabhavah 

“Even Brahma, Visnu and Mahesvara come from Krsna.” (BG 10.8) 

Mattah parataram nanyat kihcid asti dhanahjaya 

“There is no personality superior to Krsna” (BG 7.7) 
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OBSTACLES - (VERSE 18) - IF KRISHNA IS SUPREME SHELTER, WHY 
DON’T PEOPLE TAKE HIS SHELTER EASILY? 


4- Lord: “Why didn’t you take shelter of Me before?” 

atmatma-japta-grha-vitta-janesu saktair 
dusprapanaya guna-sanga-vivarjitaya 
muktatmabhih sva-hrdaye paribhavitaya 
jnanatmane bhagavate nama isvaraya 

“My Lord, those who are completely freed from material contamination always meditate 
upon You within the cores of their hearts. You are extremely difficult to attain for those 
like me who are too attached to mental concoction, home, relatives, friends, money, 
servants and assistants. You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, uncontaminated by 
the modes of nature. You are the reservoir of all enlightenment, the supreme controller. I 
therefore offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 

4- Material attachments: 

atmatma-japta-grha-vitta-janesu saktair dusprapanaya 

“You are extremely difficult to attain for those like me who are too attached to mental 
concoction, home, relatives, friends, money, servants and assistants.” 

4- Guna-sanga-vivarjitaya: Supreme Lord is uncontaminated by the modes of nature. 

4- Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead appears as an incarnation within 
this material world, He is unaffected by the modes of material nature. 
avajananti mam mudha manusim tanum asritam 

“Foolish men with insufficient knowledge deride the Personality of Godhead 
because He appears just like a human being.” (BG 9.11) 

4- Apapa-viddham: He is not contaminated (Isopanisad) 

4- Therefore the Supreme Personality of Godhead can be understood only by the 
muktatma, the liberated soul. 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8 


4- Muktatmabhih sva-hrdaye paribhavitaya: Only the liberated person can constantly 
think of Krsna. Such a person is the greatest of all yogis. 


IMPETUS FOR SHELTER- (VERSE 19-21) 


1. FOR SAKAMA BHAKTAS: (VERSE 19) 

yam dharma-kamartha-vimukti-kama 
bhajanta istam gatim apnuvanti 
kim casiso raty api deham avyayam 
karotu me 'dabhra-dayo vimoksanam 

“After worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead, those who are interested in the 
four principles of religion, economic development, sense gratification and liberation 
obtain from Him what they desire. What then is to be said of other benedictions? Indeed, 
sometimes the Lord gives a spiritual body to such ambitious worshipers. May that 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is unlimitedly merciful, bestow upon me the 
benediction of liberation from this present danger and from the materialistic way of life.” 


4- Gajendra: “Therefore, why will You not free me?” 



1.1.Lord reciprocates: 


akamah sarva-kamo va 
moksa-kama udara-dhih 
tivrena bhakti-yogena 
yajeta purusam param 
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“A person who has broader intelligence, whether he be full of all material desire, without 
any material desire, or desiring liberation, must by all means worship the supreme whole, 
the Personality of Godhead.” (SMB 2.3.10) 

Ye yatha mam prapadyante 
tarns tathaiva bhajamy aham 

“As all surrender unto Me, I reward them accordingly” (BG 4.11) 

1.2 Never disappoints, fulfills desires 

4- Krsna is situated in everyone's heart, and He gives that which is desired by the 
living entity. 

Isvarah sarva-bhutanam 
hrd-dese 'rjuna tisthati 
bhramayan sarva-bhutani 
yantrarudhani may ay a 

"The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone's heart, O Arjuna, and is directing the 
wanderings of all living entities, who are seated as on a machine, made of the 
material energy." (BG 18.61) 

4- The Lord gives everyone an opportunity to fulfill his ambitions. 

4- Ex, Dhruva Maharaja 



2. FOR NISKAMA BHAKTAS (VERSES 20-21) 

ekantino yasya na kancanartham 
vanchanti ye vai bhagavat-prapannah 
aty-adbhutam tac-caritam sumangalam 
gayanta ananda-samudra-magnah 
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“Unalloyed devotees, who have no desire other than to serve the Lord, worship Him in 
full surrender and always hear and chant about His activities, which are most wonderful 
and auspicious. Thus they always merge in an ocean of transcendental bliss. Such 
devotees never ask the Lord for any benediction.” (VERSE 20) 

4- Unalloyed devotees have 3 features: 

1. Only service 

2. Full surrender 

3. Hear and chant 

any abhildsitd-suny am 
jhana-karmady-andvrtam 
anukulyena krsnanu- 
silanarii bhaktir uttama 

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord Krsna favorably 

and without desire for material profit or gain through fruitive activities or philosophical 

speculation. That is called pure devotional service." (BRS 1.1.11) 

tam aksararii brahma pararii paresam 
avyaktam adhyatmika-yoga-gamyam 
atindriyam suksmam ivatiduram 
anantam adyarii paripurnam ide 

“1, however, am in danger. Thus I pray to that Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is 
eternally existing, who is invisible, who is the Lord of all great personalities, such as 
Brahma, and who is available only by transcendental bhakti-yoga. Being extremely subtle, 
He is beyond the reach of my senses and transcendental to all external realization. He is 
unlimited, He is the original cause, and He is completely full in everything. I offer my 
obeisances unto Him.” (VERE 21) 

4- Unalloyed devotees have nothing to ask from the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
but Gajendra, the King of the elephants, was circumstantially asking for an immediate 
benediction because he had no other way to be rescued. 

4- Sometimes, when there is no alternative, a pure devotee, being fully dependent on 
the mercy of the Supreme Lord, prays for some benediction. But in such a prayer 
there is also regret. 
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4- One who always hears and chants about the transcendental pastimes of the Lord is 
always situated on a platform on which he has nothing to ask in terms of material 
benefits. 

4- Unless one is a completely pure devotee, one cannot enjoy the transcendental bliss 
derived from chanting and dancing in the ecstasy of the sarikirtana movement. Such 
ecstasy is not possible for an ordinary devotee. 

4- Adhyatmika-yoga-gamyam, indicating that unless one is situated on this 
transcendental platform, one cannot approach the Supreme Lord. 

4- The benediction of being able to approach the Lord can be achieved after many, many 
births, yet Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has awarded this benediction to everyone, even 
to the fallen souls who have no heritage of anything in spiritual life. 

4- Bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah: only through devotional service can one approach the 
Supreme Lord. 


SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF SUPREME LORD - (VERSES 22-24) - 

UNLIMITED POTENCY 


1. WHAT THE LORD CREATES (VERSES 22-23)’ 


yasya brahmadayo deva 
veda lokas caracardh 
nama-rupa-vibhedena 
phalgvya ca kalaya krtah 

yatharciso 'gneh savitur gabhastayo 
niryanti samyanty asakrt sva-rocisah 
tatha yato 'yam guna-sampravaho 
buddhir manah khani sarira-sargah 


“The Supreme Personality of Godhead creates His minor parts and parcels, the jlva-tattva, 
beginning with Lord Brahma, the demigods and the expansions of Vedic knowledge 
[Sama, Rg, Yajur and Atharva] and including all other living entities, moving and 
nonmoving, with their different names and characteristics. As the sparks of a fire or the 
shining rays of the sun emanate from their source and merge into it again and again, the 
mind, the intelligence, the senses, the gross and subtle material bodies, and the 
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continuous transformations of the different modes of nature all emanate from the Lord 
and again merge into Him.” 


2. WHAT HE IS NOT? (VERSE 24) 

sa vai na devasura-martya-tiryan 
na stri na sandho na puman najantuh 
nay am gunah karma na san na casan 
nisedha-seso jayatad asesah 

“He is neither demigod nor demon, neither human nor bird or beast. He is not woman, 
man, or neuter, nor is He an animal. He is not a material quality, a fruitive activity, a 
manifestation or nonmanifestation. He is the last word in the discrimination of "not this, 
not this," and He is unlimited. All glories to the Supreme Personality of Godhead!” 



1. LIBERATION FROM IGNORANCE (VERSE 25) 

jijivise naham ihamuya kim 
antar bahis cavrtayebha-yonya 
icchami kalena na yasya viplavas 
tasyatma-lokavaranasya moksam 

“I do not wish to live anymore after I am released from the attack of the crocodile. What 
is the use of an elephant's body covered externally and internally by ignorance? I simply 
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desire eternal liberation from the covering of ignorance. That covering is not destroyed 
by the influence of time.” 

Avrtaya: Covering of ignorance 
4- Struggle for existence 

4- Consider every life offered by nature to be happy and pleasing, but in the degraded 
life within this material world, no one can actually be happy. 

4- We are making so many plans to live happily, but there cannot be any happiness in 
this material world, however we may try to make a permanent settlement in this life 
or that. 

2. RELEASE FROM MATERIAL LIFE (VERSE 26) 

so 'ham visva-srjam visvam 
avisvam visva-vedasam 
visvatmanam ajam brahma 
pranato 'smi param padam 

“Now, fully desiring release from material life, I offer my respectful obeisances unto that 
Supreme Person who is the creator of the universe, who is Himself the form of the 
universe and who is nonetheless transcendental to this cosmic manifestation. He is the 
supreme knower of everything in this world, the Supersoul of the universe. He is the 
unborn, supremely situated Lord. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Him.” 

4- Skeptics question, “Where is God?” “Someone” who has created the entire cosmic 
manifestation, who has supplied and has become the ingredients for this cosmic 
manifestation, who eternally exists, but who is not within the cosmic manifestation. 

4- Simply on the basis of this suggestion, one can offer respectful obeisances unto the 
Supreme Lord. 

3. PURIFICATION (VE RSE 27) 

yoga-randhita-karmano 
hrdi yoga-vibhavite 
yogino yam prapasyanti 
yogesam tarn nato 'smy aham 
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“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme, the Supersoul, the master of all 
mystic yoga, who is seen in the core of the heart by perfect mystics when they are 
completely purified and freed from the reactions of fruitive activity by practicing bhakti- 
yoga.” 

4- Gajendra, simply accepted that there must be someone who has created this cosmic 
manifestation and has supplied its ingredients. This should be admitted by everyone, 
even the most determined atheists. 

4- Why, then, do the nondevotees and atheists not admit this? 

1. They are polluted by the reactions of their fruitive activities. 

2. They must be freed from all the dirt accumulated within the heart due to fruitive 
activities performed one after another. 

Tada rajas-tamo-bhavah kama-lobhadayas caye 

“When one is freed from the modes of ignorance and passion, one becomes free from 
the lowest qualities-kama and lobha, lust and greed” (SB 1.2.19) 

4- How to wash off this dirt? By practicing bhakti-yoga. Yoga-randhita-karmanah. 
dhyanavasthita-tad-gatena manasa pasyanti yam yoginah 

“A yogi is one who always meditates on the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead.” (SMB 12.13.1) 

premanjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena 
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti 
yam syamasundaram acintya-guna-svarupam 
govindam adi-purusam tarn aham bhajami 

"I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is Syamasundara, Krsna Himself, with 
inconceivable innumerable attributes, whom the pure devotees see in their heart of 
hearts with the eye of devotion tinged with the salve of love." (BS 5.38) 

4- Pretentious practice of yoga 
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4- Because the King of the elephants, Gajendra, thought himself an ordinary animal, he 
thought himself unfit to see the Lord. In his humility, he thought that he could not 
practice yoga. In other words, how can those who are like animals in the bodily 
concept of life, and who have no purity of consciousness, practice yoga? 

4. SENSE CONTROL (VERSE 28) 

namo namas tubhyam asahya-vega- 
sakti-traydyakhila-dhi-gunaya 
prapanna-pdlaya duranta-saktaye 
kad-indriyanam anavdpya-vartmane 

“My Lord, You are the controller of formidable strength in three kinds of energy. You 
appear as the reservoir of all sense pleasure and the protector of the surrendered souls. 
You possess unlimited energy, but You are unapproachable by those who are unable to 
control their senses. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You again and again.” 

4- Attachment, greed and lust are three formidable forces that prevent one from 
concentrating upon the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

4~ These forces act because the Supreme Lord does not like to be realized by 
nondevotees and atheists. 

± When one surrenders unto the lotus feet of the Lord, these impediments are 
withdrawn, and one can realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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4- Therefore the Lord is the protector of the surrendered soul. 

4- One cannot become a devotee until one surrenders unto the Lord's lotus feet. 

4- Then the Lord gives one the intelligence from within by which one can return home, 
back to Godhead. 


5. REMEMBERANCE - VERSE 29 

nay am veda svam atmanam 
yac-chaktyaham-dhiya hatam 
tam duratyaya-mahatmyam 
bhagavantam ito 'smy aham 

“1 offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by whose 
illusory energy the jiva, who is part and parcel of God, forgets his real identity because of the 
bodily concept of life. I take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose glories 
are difficult to understand.” 



Analogy: Father and son - God and soul 


GAJENDRA’S PRAYERS ENDS - LORD APPEARS (VERSES 30-33) 


VERSE 30 


sri-suka uvaca 

evarir gajendram upavarnita-nirvisesam 
brahmadayo vividha-linga-bhidabhimanah 
naite yadopasasrpur nikhilatmakatvat 
tatrakhilamara-mayo harir dvirdsit 


“Sri Sukadeva Gosvaml continued: When the King of the elephants was describing the 
supreme authority, without mentioning any particular person, he did not invoke the 
demigods, headed by Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, Indra and Candra. Thus none of them 
approached him. However, because Lord Hari is the Supersoul, Purusottama, the Personality 
of Godhead, He appeared before Gajendra.” (VERSE 30) 
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1. Demigods did not approached Gajendra, Vishnu did. 

2. Gajendra did not know who supreme authority is. 



VERSE 31 


tarn tadvad artam upalabhyajagan-nivasah 
stotram nisamya divijaih saha samstuvadbhih 
chandomayena garudena samuhyamdnas 
cakrayudho 'bhyagamad asu yato gajendrah 


“After understanding the awkward condition of Gajendra, who had offered his prayers, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, who lives everywhere, appeared with the demigods, 
who were offering prayers to Him. Carrying His disc and other weapons, He appeared there 
on the back of His carrier, Garuda, with great speed, according to His desire. Thus He 
appeared before Gajendra.” 
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4- Srila Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura - Gajendra was praying for the mercy of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the demigods, who could have immediately gone to 
his rescue, hesitated to go there. 

4- Since they considered Gajendra's prayer to be directed toward the Lord, they felt 
offended, and this in itself was offensive. Consequently, when the Lord went there, 
they also went and offered prayers to the Lord so that their offense might be excused. 

VERSE 32 

so 'ntah-sarasy urubalena grhita arto 
drstva garutmati harim kha upatta-cakram 
utksipya sambuja-karam giram aha krcchran 
narayanakhila-guro bhagavan namas te 

“Gajendra had been forcefully captured by the crocodile in the water and was feeling acute 
pain, but when he saw that Narayana, wielding His disc, was coming in the sky on the back 
of Garuda, he immediately took a lotus flower in his trunk, and with great difficulty due to 
his painful condition, he uttered the following words: "O my Lord, Narayana, master of the 
universe, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You." 

4- Gajendra was very eager to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead that when he saw the 
Lord coming in the sky, with great pain and in a feeble voice he offered respect to the 
Lord. 

4- A devotee does not consider a dangerous position to be dangerous, for in such a 
dangerous position he can fervently pray to the Lord in great ecstasy 
-4* How to have guaranteed Back to Godhead? When a devotee is in danger, 

1. Remember Lord sincerely 

2. Remember with undiverted attention. 

3. Does not accuse Supreme Lord. 

4. Considers it due to his past misdeeds and offer thanks to the Lord. 

VERSE 33 

tam viksya piditam ajah sahasavatirya 
sa-graham asu sarasah krpayojjahara 
grahad vipatita-mukhad arina gajendram 
sampasyatam harir amumucad ucchriyanam 
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“Thereafter, seeing Gajendra in such an aggrieved position, the unborn Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Hari, immediately got down from the back of Garuda by His causeless mercy 
and pulled the King of the elephants, along with the crocodile, out of the water. Then, in the 
presence of all the demigods, who were looking on, the Lord severed the crocodile's mouth 
from its body with His disc. In this way He saved Gajendra, the King of the elephants.” 
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SUPREME LORD DELIVERING GAJENDRA AND CROCODILE 
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CANTO 8, CHAPTER 4 

GAJENDRA RETURNS TO SPIRITUAL WORLD 


SECTIONS 

VERSES 

Post deliverance leela 

1-6 

Gajendra’s past life 

7-12 

Gajendra goes Back to Godhead 

13 

Sukadeva Goswami’s phalastuti 

14-16 

Description of the whole meditation 

17-26 


POST DELIVERANCE LEELA (VERSES 1-6) 


1. FLOWERS 


sri-suka uvaca 
tada devarsi-gandharva 
brahmesana-purogamah 
mumucuh kusumasaram 
samsantah karma tad dhareh 


“Sri Sukadeva GosvamI said: When the Lord delivered Gajendra, King of the elephants, all 
the demigods, sages and Gandharvas, headed by Brahma and Siva, praised this activity of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead and showered flowers upon both the Lord and Gajendra.” 
(VERSE 1) 

4- Great sages like Devala Rsi, Narada Muni and Agastya Muni will sometimes curse 
someone. 

4- The curse of such a personality, however, is in fact a benediction. 

4- We find evidence in many places that the curse of a great saint or devotee is not a 
curse but a benediction. 
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2. KETTLE DRUMS 


“There was a beating of kettledrums in the heavenly planets, the inhabitants of 
Gandharvaloka began to dance and sing, while great sages and the inhabitants of Caranaloka 
and Siddhaloka offered prayers to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Purusottama.” 
(VERSE 2) 

3. KING HUHU 

yo 'sau grahah sa vai sadyah 
paramascarya-rupa-dhrk 
mukto devala-sapena 
huhur gandharva-sattamah 

“The best of the Gandharvas, King Huhu, having been cursed by Devala Muni, had become a 
crocodile. Now, having been delivered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he assumed a 
very beautiful form as a Gandharva.” (VERSE 3) 

4- The curse by which the Gandharva took this position was actually a blessing, not a 
curse. 

4- One should not be displeased when a saintly person curses someone, for his curse, 
indirectly, is a blessing. Why? Because for him to become an associate of the Supreme 
Lord would have taken millions of long years. However, because he was cursed by 
Devala Rsi, he became a crocodile and in only one life was fortunate enough to see the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face. 

so 'nukampita isena 
parikramya pranamya tarn 
lokasya pasyato lokam 
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svflm agan mukta-kilbisah 

“Having been favored by the causeless mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
having regained his original form, King Huhu circumambulated the Lord and offered his 
obeisances. Then, in the presence of all the demigods, headed by Brahma, he returned to 
Gandharvaloka. He had been freed of all sinful reactions.” (VERSE 5) 

4. GAJENDRA 

gajendro bhagavat-sparsad 
vimukto 'jnana-bandhanat 
prapto bhagavato rupam 
pita-vasas catur-bhujah 

“Because Gajendra, King of the elephants, had been touched directly by the hands of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he was immediately freed of all material ignorance and 
bondage. Thus he received the salvation of sarupya-mukti, in which he achieved the same 
bodily features as the Lord, being dressed in yellow garments and possessing four hands.” 
(VERSE 6) 

4- If one is favored by the Supreme Personality of Godhead by having his gross body 
touched by the Lord, 

1. His body turns into a spiritual body, 

2. He can go back home, back to Godhead. 

4- Gajendra assumed a spiritual body when his body was touched by the Lord. Example, 
Dhruva Maharaja 

4- Bhagavat-sparsat: The result of touching the Supreme Lord. 

1. Arcana-paddhati, Daily worship of the Deity, provides an opportunity to touch 
the body of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and thus it enables one to be 
fortunate enough to get a spiritual body and go back to Godhead 

2. Simply by hearing about His pastimes, chanting His glories, touching His feet 
and offering worship—in other words, by serving the Lord somehow or 
other—one is purified of material contamination. 

4- One who is 1. Pure devotee 2. Acts according to the sastra 3.Acts as per the words 
of Supreme Personaluty of Godhead, certainly becomes purified. 
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■4- Like Gajendra, he assumes a spiritual body and returns home, back to Godhead. 


GAJENDRA’S PAST LIFE (VERSES 7-12) 


“This Gajendra had formerly been a Vaisnava and the king of the country known as Pandya, 
which is in the province of Dravida [South India]. In his previous life, he was known as 
Indradyumna Maharaja.” (VERSE 7) 

1. 4 DOSAS VS. 6 GUNAS (VERSES 7-10) 

1.16 ornaments in Indradyumna Maharaja 

sa ekadaradhana-kala atmavan 
grhita-mauna-vrata isvaram harim 
jata-dharas tapasa apluto 'cyutam 
samarcayam asa kulacalasramah 

“Indradyumna Maharaja retired from family life and went to the Malaya Hills, where 
he had a small cottage for his asrama. He wore matted locks on his head and always 
engaged in austerities. Once, while observing a vow of silence, he was fully engaged 
in the worship of the Lord and absorbed in the ecstasy of love of Godhead.” (VERSE 
8 ) 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 


Detachment (jata-dharas) 

Austerity (tapasa) 

Ecstasy (apluto) 

a. Perfect object of worship b. Supreme controller c. Relieve distress (acyuta) 
Perfect worship (samarcayam) 

Self-control (mauna-vrata) 


1.2 Agastya Muni’s perception - 4 dosas 

tasma imam sapam adcui asadhur 
ayam duratmakrta-buddhir adya 
vipravamanta visatam tamisram 
yatha gajah stabdha-matih sa eva 
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“Agastya Muni then spoke this curse against the King: This King Indradyumna is not 
at all gentle. Being low and uneducated, he has insulted a brahmana. May he therefore 
enter the region of darkness and receive the dull, dumb body of an elephant.” (VERSE 
9) 

1. Not gentle (asadhuh) 

2. Degraded (duratma) 

3. Uneducated (akrta) 

4. Offensive (avamanta) 

1.3 Agastya Muni’s curse 

visatam tamisram 
yatha gajah stabdha-matih sa eva 

“May he therefore enter the region of darkness and receive the dull, dumb body of an 
elephant.” (VERSE 9) 

4 - Elephant’s qualities 

1. Strong 

2. Big body 

3. Work hard 

4. Eat large quantity of food 

4 - Intelligence is not at all commensurate with its size and strength. 

4 - In spite of so much bodily strength, the elephant works as a menial servant for a 
human being. 

4 - Curse was indirectly a benediction. 

2. 10 POINTS ON DEVOTEE’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS REVERSES (VERSES 11-12) 

2.1 Attitude of Indradyumna Maharaja 

sri-suka uvaca 
evam saptva gato 'gastyo 
bhagavan nrpa sanugah 
indradyumno 'pi rajarsir 
distant tad upadharayan 
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apannah kaunjarim yonim 
atma-smrti-vindsinim 
hary-arcananubhavena 
yad-gajatve 'py anusmrtih 

“Sukadeva Gosvaml continued: My dear King, after Agastya Muni had thus cursed 
King Indradyumna, the Muni left that place along with his disciples. Since the King 
was a devotee, he accepted Agastya Muni's curse as welcome because it was the desire 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore, although in his next life he got the 
body of an elephant, because of devotional service he remembered how to worship 
and offer prayers to the Lord.” 

4- Gratitude gives remembrance. 

4- Krishna reciprocates with our attitude. 

4- Remembers our own faults, Krishna help us remember Him. 

4- Remembers other’s faults, Krishna helps us forget Him. 

4- Gajendra could remember about his past life due to 

1. Humility (distant tad upadharayan): The King considered the curse to be due 
to his past misdeeds 

2. Service attitude (hary-arcananubhavena): Deity worship 

4- Although the King was cursed, he welcomed the curse because a devotee is always 
aware that nothing can happen without the desire of the Supreme Lord. 

2.2 Upadharayan: Considering or attitude of a vaishnava 

4- A devotee knows what is what; he understands what is happening in material, 
conditional life. 
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evam vimoksya gaja-yutha-pam abja-nabhas 
tenapi parsada-gatim gamitena yuktah 
gandharva-siddha-vibudhair upagiyamana- 
karmadbhutam sva-bhavanam garudasano 'gat 

“Upon delivering the King of the elephants from the clutches of the crocodile, and from 
material existence, which resembles a crocodile, the Lord awarded him the status of 
sarupya-mukti. In the presence of the Gandharvas, the Siddhas and the other demigods, 
who were praising the Lord for His wonderful transcendental activities, the Lord, sitting 
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on the back of His carrier, Garuda, returned to His all-wonderful abode and took 

Gajendra with Him.” 

4- Vimoksya: Position of associate of Lord 

Al. Daya-bhak: Hereditary right to the Lord's mercy, just as a son inherits the 
property of his father 

4- The impersonalists do not think that the service of the Lord is more valuable than 
serving the poor man or starting a school or hospital. 

Aruhya krcchrena param padarii tatah patanty adho 'nadrta-yusmad-anghrayah 

“Although the impersonalist rises to the Brahman effulgence and enters into that 
effulgence, he has no engagement in the service of the Lord, and therefore he is again 
attracted to materialistic philanthropic activities.” (SMB 10.2.32) 

4- Impersonalists say, Brahma satyarh jagan mithya, "Brahman is real, and the material 
world is false"—they are nonetheless very eager to serve the false material world and 
neglect the service of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


SUKADEVA GOSWAMTS PHALASTUTI (VERSES 14-16) 


etan maha-raja taverito maya 
krsnanubhavo gaja-raja-moksanam 
svargyam yasasyam kali-kalmasapaham 
duhsvapna-nasam kuru-varya srnvatam 

“My dear King Pariksit, 1 have now described the wonderful power of Krsna, as displayed 
when the Lord delivered the King of the elephants. O best of the Kuru dynasty, those who 
hear this narration become fit to be promoted to the higher planetary systems. Simply 
because of hearing this narration, they gain a reputation as devotees, they are unaffected by 
the contamination of Kali-yuga, and they never see bad dreams.” (VERSE 14) 


1. 4 BENEFITS OF HEARING 

a) Promotion (to higher planetary systems) 
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b) Repatation ( as devotee) 

c) Immunization ( from contaminations of kaliyuga) 

d) Protection ( from bad dreams) 

yathanukirtayanty etac 
chreyas-kama dvijatayah 
sucayah pratar utthaya 
duhsvapnady-upasantaye 

“Therefore, after getting up from bed in the morning, those who desire their own welfare— 
especially the brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and in particular the brahmana Vaisnavas— 
should chant this narration as it is, without deviation, to counteract the troubles of bad 
dreams.” (VERSE 15) 

■4- Every verse in the Vedic literature is a Vedic mantra. 

4- Yathanukirtayanti: This literature should be presented as it is. 

4- Unscrupulous persons, 1. Deviate and 2. Interpret the text 

4 - One should recite the mantra, 1. As it is, and2. Without deviation, for then one will 
be eligible to rise to the platform of all good fortune 

4- Duhsvapna—bad dreams—occur because of sinful activities. Example, if disciple 
sinful -> guru get bad dreams -> guru is so kind that in spite of having bad dreams he 
accepts this troublesome business for the deliverance of the victims of Kali-yuga. 

4- After initiation, therefore, a disciple should be extremely careful not to commit again 
any sinful act that might cause difficulties for himself and the spiritual master. 

4- Before the Deity, before the fire, before the spiritual master and before the Vaisnavas, 
the honest disciple promises to refrain from all sinful activity. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE WHOLE MEDITATION (VERSES 17-26) 


ye mam stuvanty anenanga 
pratibudhya nisatyaye 
tesam pranatyaye caham 
dadami vipulam gatim 
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“My dear devotee, unto those who rise from bed at the end of night and offer Me the prayers 
offered by you, I give an eternal residence in the spiritual world at the end of their lives.” 
(VERSE 25) 

sri-suka uvaca 
ity adisya hrsikesah 
pradhmaya jalajottamam 
harsayan vibudhanikam 
aruroha khagadhipam 

“Sri Sukadeva Gosvaml continued: After giving this instruction, the Lord, who is known as 
Hrsikesa, bugled with His Pancajanya conchshell, in this way pleasing all the demigods, 
headed by Lord Brahma. Then He mounted the back of His carrier, Garuda.” (VERSE 26) 
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